
Race and Ethnicity

In 1999 almost 40 million residents of the United
States were adolescents 10–19 years of age,
comprising approximately 14 percent of the U.S.
population. Two-thirds of the adolescent population
were non-Hispanic white and one-third were of other
racial and ethnic groups.

The race and Hispanic-origin distribution of the
adolescent population, like the general population,
changed significantly in the past 20 years, and is
projected to continue to change. Projections of the
population indicate that Hispanic, black, American
Indian, and Asian adolescents will constitute 56 percent
of the adolescent population by the year 2050.

Increasing racial and ethnic diversity in the
general population is reflected in changes in the
adolescent population. Although black adolescents are
currently the largest minority group of adolescents,
Hispanic adolescents will soon become the largest
group. The proportion of adolescents who are of Asian
or Pacific Islander origin nearly tripled between 1980
and 1999, from 1.6 percent to 4.2 percent. In contrast,
there has been little change in the proportion of the
adolescent population who are American Indians or
Alaska Natives.

A large influx of immigrants contributed to
changes in the population distribution. In 1990,
19 percent of adolescents lived in immigrant
families—that is, the adolescent was an immigrant or
had immigrant parents (1). Most future growth in the
U.S. population is expected to occur primarily through
immigration and higher fertility rates among minority
populations (1, 2).
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Figure 1. Race and Hispanic origin of adolescents 10–19 years of age: United States, 1980–2050

NOTES: Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race. See Data Table for data points graphed.

SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Population Estimates and Projections. See Technical Notes for population estimate methods. See related Health,
United States, 2000, table 1.
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